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SYNOPSIS

Mr. Bithers, mult millionaire, discusses
With his wife the posaibilitiss of marrying
his dunghter, Maond Applegats, to the

of Graustark, who Is visfting Mr.

and Mm. Truxton King in America In &n-
a of getting same one to take up |

fhe podple &Y 1h @0 angry WAL
wonld suggest that you prepars, in &
way, to placate them, now that Miss
Gulle has dropped out of sight.”

It must not be supposed for an in-
stant that the eity of Edelwelss and

fhe loan Rumin holds A Mr. Scoville s | the court of Graustark were unimpress-
i 13 wecompaniea by Count| ed by the swift approach and abrupt

mol minister of war; Lisutenan
and

Hankern suddenly nl‘ulc“to handle :.u:
poan. Count Quinnox and King &rrang peral”
meeting with Blithern. King suspects him ]

the loan. |
wif pures & ball for the Prince | dow, “How can we be sure that they
3 Hl;d.p::ho ruddenly balka sl the af-

of blocking the deal
Blithers promises to consider

atr and doesn’t uttend,
HMeeting the prince out for a stroll, Blith-

are chats on matrimony. Robkin says he s

or sals, but agress to meet Maud
::n:ho Journs xhe is opponed Lo her par-
ety
Mand agaln evades the prince, who re-
be must leave for Graustari at
onoe. Mapd writes ahe ts off for Europe
on the Japiter with an aged ocompanloti
Har father schemnes to get them both on
the mme ship.

rince Mr. Bchmidt salls on the
Mﬂﬂp Bllu::ﬂ buys $20,000,000 of Grau-
stark bonds A young ludy disputes Rob-
fn's right to o table and deck chalr.

Fie jearns sho ls Mlss Gulle of New
York, and her aged companion Mra Gu-_
ton. Ho moon becomes botter scqunluted
with Miss Gulie

Her given nuame iy Bedelln, she telln
him. She tells Mrs Gaston that she sus-
peota bo 18 (he Prince of Grauataric

Mre. Gaston chunges her manner toward
him. Hobbs discovers bine Guile's bag-
gage s morked with a B, In Paris alis
is mat by & youny man.

Gourow, Robin's palles chief, eonclua.
that tho I an the bagrage means Bllthers
Miss Hlithers donloa her engngement to
the peince. Badeljg, sgnde Jlotin a nolg

Bhe Invites him for & drive to 8t. Cloud
He Inthmates she i Miss Blithers, but nhe
repants It While at lunch they are told
some one bs spying on them.

They fles anid are nrrested for speeding,
Minn Gulle just escaping revealing her
trus ldeotity to the jundie BRhe tells Hobin
ahe will go to Switaeriuud,

Mr. Dlthers salls for Parls. He instrocts
hin agents to kidoap Maud, but she s not
to be located.

Al Interinken Mrs. Caston talls Robin he
has o chance to win Bedells, who saye shis
s golng to Graustark.

Miss Gulle gets lettern from her AOETY
tathor, her disappointed lover and an-
other eayving detectives were still on har

trall, She disappears.
l nnd Gourou, who were stopplng
ut a hotel nearby.

“1 am ready to protesd to Edelwelss,
my friends” suld he. “AMiss Guile hias
departed. ' Will you book accommodas
tions on the earllest train for home?™

“1 bhave already seen to that, high-
pess” sald Gourou calmly. *"We leave
at 6 this evening. Count Quinnox has
wirad tho prime minister that you will
arrive in Bdelwelss at § tomorrow aft
ernoon, God willlng

*You knew that she had gona 1™

“1 happened to be in the Nordbahns
hof when she boarded the trailn at
midnight,” replled the baron, un-
moved,

The prines waa thoughtful, his brow
clonding with a troubled frown. *1
supposa 1 shall now have to face my
people with the confeasion that will
confirm thelr worst fears. | may ns
well say to you, my friends, that |
mean to moake her my wife even
though It costs me my kingdom, Do
you think they will acoept her as—as
thelr princess ™ erled Robin hopefully.

*1 submit that it will first be neces-
eary for you to Induce Miss Gulle to
sccept rou as her prince,” sald Gou-
roun mildly, ‘“"That doesn’t appear to
be settlad sl present.”

He took alarm. “What do you
méan? Your remark has a sinister
sound. Has anything transpired to"—

“S8he has disappeared, highness,
quite effectunlly. That (s all that 1
can say,” said Gourou, and Robin was
conscious of a sudden chill and the
rash of cold molsture to his brow.
*But let us prepare to confront an
eoven more substantial condition. A

CHAPTER XVIIIL
Mr. Blithera in Graustark.

MMEDIATELY upon receiving her
letter Holand sent for Quinnox

prospective father In law is descend. |

Ing upon our land. He s groping in
the dark, and he s angry. He has
lost a dausghter somewhere in the
wilde of Europe, and he realizes that
he eannot hope to become the grand-
father of princes unless he can pro-
duce a mother for them. At presoent
be seems to be desperate. Have |
told you that he was In this city Inst
night? He arrived at the Bristol &
few hours prior to the slgniflcant de
parture of Mins Gulle. Moreover, he
bas chartered a special traln snd f»
fenving todar for BEdelwelss, Count
Quinnox has taken the precaution to
advise the prime minister of his ap
proach and has lmpreased upon him
the lmportance of decrying any son
of populir déemonstration against him
ap. bisaprivy). Romano reports that

Hobbs, the walet. The prince or days in advancs,
Bad Bilked at & matrimanial alllanss with | 14 been horalded for day
the Princegs of Duwsbergen, both of Lthem

&“"}:"m loan
o0 his dsughter the statlo

t| arrival of Mr. Blithers. Hls coming
The city was rudely expectant, the
wishing to choose for themselvesa Mr, COUTt UNEAKY.
Bifthers viatts the Kings

oy,

will get when nhe

I| When the specin! traln pulled Loto
n Mr. Blithers turned to his

| wile and sald;
“Cheer up, Lou, Tuls lsn't & fo-

“But thers 5 quite a mob out there,”
shs sald, peering through the car win-

| are friendly ™
“Don't you worry,” sald Mr. Blithers
fm.ﬂdenll)'. “They are not Ukely to
throw rocks at the goose that lays
the golden ¢gg."
The crowd was big, Immobile, surly.
It lined the sldewalks in the viclnity
of the station and stared with curi-
ous, half cloged eyes at the portly
capitalist and his party, which, by the
wiy, wos rendered somewhsat Impos-
ing in size by nugmentation in the
ghape of lawyers from Paris and Lon-
don, clerks and ptenographers from
| the Paris office, to say nothing of a
| Indy's mald, & valet, a privata secre:
tary and a doctor,
| He was somewhst amazed and dls-
| gruntled by the sbsence of sflk hat
ambassadors from the castle,
| words of welecome for him on his ar-
rival. There was & plentiful supply
of policemen, but no cabinet ministers.
He was on the point of censuring his
secretary for Aot making It clear to
the government that he was dus to
arrive at such and such an hour and
| minute when a dapper young man in
uniform-—he couldn't tell whether he
wa# 8 patrolman o a captaln—cams
| up and saluted.
“I am Willam W, Bilthers,” sald the
| mulimiiionalre sharply.
I “T am an official gulde and inter-
proter, sir," announced the young
man suavely.
“Not necessary—not necessary at

Welcomel
rah!"”

“Welcome homel Hur |

M Blitheér W% Ted'his hat and, in-
stead of shouting the incomprehen-
sible greeting of the native specta-
tors, called out in voclferous tones:

*"Welcoma home! Welcoms! Hur-
rah!"

“0h, what a remarkably handsomse,
manly boy he ls, WilL," slghed Mra

Blithers,
Mr, Blithers nodded his head
proudly, “He certalnly ia I'll bet

my head that Maud is craxy about
him already. She can’t help it, Louw
That trip on the Jupiter was o god-

all,” exploded Mr, Blithers, “Any one
| desiring to & to me will have to
do it fn Eh He then marched
out to the carrlages.
|  He was.in some doubt st first, but
as his carrlage passed swiftly be-
twoen the staring ranks on the alde-
wallls he began to doff his hat and
bow to the right and left. His smlles
were returned by the multitude, and
80 hls progress was more or less of a
triumph after all.

At the Regongetz he found addi-
tional cause for irritatlion. No one
was there to receive him except the
Ingratinting manager of the estab-
Hghment.

The manager rubbed his hands and
amiled. “This s one of our gula days,
Mr. Blithers. You could not have ar-
'rived at a time more opportuns, 1
| have taken the precaution to reserve
chairs for you on the veranda. The
| procession will pass directly in front
of the hotel on Its way to Castle ave-
nue.

“What procession?" demanded Mr.
| Bilthers.

“The prince 15 returning today
from his= trip around the world,” sald
the manager.

“He ought to have been back long
ago,” sald Mr, Blithors wrau]rullr
and mopped his brow with a 'hand
| rendered unsteady by a mental con-
| vulsion, He was thinking of his hat
| 1fting experience.

True to schedule,
passed the hotel at 6.

Prince Robin aat {n the royal coach,
and hils bhrown, handsome, manly
faco was aglow with smiles. Instend
of a ailk hat he lifted & gay and
far from Immadiiate coneeption in
|straw; Instepd of a glittering uni-
form he wore o sult of blue serge and
& pecullarly American tle of crimson
| hue. He looked more like & popular
athlste returning from conquests
abroad than a prince of anclent line-
| agT. But the crowd cheored itself
| hoarse over this bright faced young-
ster who rode by In & coach of gold
and brandished a aingulariy unregal
chapeau,

the procession

send. We'll have plain ealling from
now on, Low."

Mr, Blithers [ndeed
plain salling for the ensuing twenty
hours. It was not until just before he
wét forth at 2 the next aftarnoon to
attend by epecial appointment a
meeting of the eabinet in the eouncil
chamber at the castle that he en-
countered the first symptom of
squalls shead.

He had sent his seeretary to the
castle with a brief note suggesting
an early conferemee. It naturally
would be of an informal character, as
there was no present business before
them.. The contracts had already
been signed by the government and
by his suthorized mgents, Bo far as
the loan wes concerned there was
nothing more to be sald.

There wis & distinct cloud on the
financial horizon, however, & vague
shadow at present, but prophetic of
storm. It was perfectly clear to the
nobles that when these bonds ma-
tured Mr. Blithers would be {n & po-
sition to exnet peyment, and as they
matured in twelve years from dats
he was llkely to be pretty much alive
and klecking when the hour of reck-
oning arrived.

Mr, Blithers was in the mood to be
amiable. He anticipated considerable
pleasure in visiting the anclent halls
of his prospective grandchildren,

The first shock to the placidity of
Mr, Blithers came with the brief note
in reply to his request for an infor-
mal conference. The lord chamber-
lain curtly Informed him that the
eabinet would be in session at 2 and
would be pleased to grant him san av-
dience of hulf an hour, depending on
his promptness In appearing.

Mr. Blithers was not used to being
granted agdiences. Fo consoled him-
sell, however, with the thought that
matters would not alwaye be as they
were at presenl. There would be a
decided change of tune later on.

It would be folly to undertake the |
depletion of Mr, Blithers' first Im- |
pressions of the castle and {ts glo-
riea. To begin with, he lost no small

His alert eyes were searching the
crowd along the street, In the bal
conles and windows with an eager
Intensity. He was looking for the
sweet familinr face of the lovellest
gir! on earth. If ghe were there he
wondered what her thoughts might
bs on beholding tha humble R
Echmidt in the role of & roynl prince
recolving the lnudations of the lov-

Ing multitude!
Passing the Regeagetzs, his eyes
|swept the rows of cheering people

banked upon its wide terrace mnd
verandas He saw Mr. and M |
Blithers wel) down ia front, and for
& secoud Lis beart seemed to stand |
stiiiL Would abe be with them? It was
with a distinct sense of rellef that he
| reallzed that she was not with the |
Vemilng Amicans .

| chamberlain’s card as if he had nover

amount of his assurance when he
discovered that the great gutes in the
wall surrounding the park were
guarded by rezplendent dragoons who
demanded his “pasa” After the offl-
cer in charge had Inspected the lord

eeen oné before, he ceremonlously in-

was o o réveitalal "N Ton, ol
that s saying s great deal for Mr.
Blithers.

He wns ushered fnto a chamber,
at the opposite end of which was a

large, lmposing door——closed. Beside
this door stood a &lim, erect figure in
the red, blue and gold uniform of an
officer of the castle guard As Mr.
Blithers approached thia rigid figure
he recognized a friend, and a4 warm
glow pervaded his heart. There could
be no mistaking the smart mustache
and supercillous eyebrows, It was
Lieutenant Dank.

“Hbw do you dof™ eatd Mr. Blith- [ ALCOHOL 3 PER CENT
oot aodst Mimatorat, T itend, AVegetalle Preparaionf s
ed his hand. similating the Food amfRegula

Dank gave him a ceremontous sa- g e Stomachs of
lute, bowed slightly, but without & P 2 A
smile, and tl.;:en threw omath;.door.

“Mr. Blithers, my lords, an- J —————
nounced, and stood aside to let the m{ﬁ%ﬁmm
within, " e and . Opim}}wwm nor Maeral |

(To be Continued) ¥ | |NOT NARCOTIC.
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Marysville, June 17.—H. Greeley 3 ': ”_’;"M_.Hu
Warders and wife, who live near g R0 m :
irving, have filed suft in the dis- % "‘ Jupo T
triet court against the I'nion'J F:Iﬂ- ”.g ‘a?]crfsi'ahﬂesr?:m.tbm
citiec ratiroad company for $29 B b 5t ('dm.llshmsfl’.\'ﬂi ;
damages for the death of thelr in- g W’JJ{::;LI;.OSSOPM
fant daughter who was killed by the g ness and L4 e —
northbound Unfen Pacific motor on ) Fai Sinile Signamre of
the Blue Valley road several months "' y
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FIRST CAR OF NO, 1 1916

; onihks old
WHEAT BROUGHT $1.50 AtS months ¢

35 DosEs —I;j,(fwn_
e T

Hutchinson, June 17,—The first - S
car of No. 1 wheat to reach the - Y
Hutchinson market this year was

Exact Copy of Wra
recefved today by & local grain firm Py Ppes.

The wheat was grown at Abbyville,
this county. It tested No. 1 grade,
#1 pounds, State Grain Inspector
Ralph Russell said,
This wheat Wwas
{um, making {ta value $#1.50
bushel on the local market.

“SAFER TO BE BORN A
PIG THAN A BABY"

worth a prems
per

Chicago, June 17.—Nowadays {t
s safer to be born & piz than to he
horn & baby, according to Health
Commissloner Robertson

In an address opening "Baby
Week” hetea Doctor Robertson sald:
“Phe United States government
through its bureau of animal Indus-
try. and the state university.
through its agricultural department,
have been throwlng safeguards
around animal life. Now it s time
tor America to show similar zeal in
behalt of Its future citizens'

RELEASED AFTER SERVING
26 YEARS OF ILLEGAL TERM

Kugler's

They keep T

0rdge

Washington, June 17.—After
serving 26 years in the Leavenworth
prison under a life sentence, which
now s found to have been fillegal,
David Lemmons was ordered releas-
ed by President Wilson, Evidence
was received that he had not been
given a fair trial.

DR. J. R. PAYNE

Dentist

dicated to & warden that the gates
were to be opened. There was a great
cinoking of chains, the drawing of
iron bolts, the whirl of a windlass,
and the ponderous gates swung slow-
ly ajnr |
Mr his breath-
and from that {nstant until he found |
himsell crossing the great hall in the |
wake of an sttendant delegated to
conduet him to the council chamber
his sensations are not to be desoribed. |
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Chilaren Cry
FOR FLETCHER'S

CASTORIA
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For Infants and Children.

| The Kind You Have

Always Bought

Bears the
Signature

For Over
Thirty Years

GASTORIA

THE CENTAUR COMPANY, NEW YORK SITY,

See the New Revonoc
0il Cook Stove

AT

Hardware

THEY KEEP YOU COOL

while

HINGS HOT

Batteri

Charged and Repaired
Electric Starters Repaired

FREE inspection of any battery at any time.

L. H. TOLIVER & (0.

SOUTH OF U. P. TRACK, ABILENE

(I E R NN RN NN

¢ ee
MONEY TO LOAN

Money to loan on city prop-
erty at 61§ per cent., Farm
loans at ¢ per cent. We also
write the best Insurance on
city property, farm property,
also on automobiles, aecident
and health, Fair dealing and
prompt service Is our motto.
Give us a call,

LACKEY & SON

Third aud Spruce

BRaabrdbIBDILIELS

Seatsestseass
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J. A, TUFTS EVA R, TUFTS

Morticians, Funeral
Directors and Sanitarlans

Veryr speclal care given to
ladies’ and children's ecalls
by Mre. Tufts.

Botli Phones 101

Pariors at 2086 N. Buckeye
Ablléene, Kansas
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